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This pamphlet descnbes who is ehg)ble f“or registration
as an Indian under the Indian Act. 1t also explains how
to apply to be registered, how decisions are made about
a persoi’s membership in a First Nation, and what .

-types of federal programs are available 1o ch)stered
Indians. » :

Although the information in this pamphlet is based on
the Indian Act, it is not intended to be a subsmute for
the Act.

"WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR REGISTRATION?.

Over the years, there have been many rules for detiding .
who is eligible for registration. lmportant ch:mges were ’ :

made to the Indian Act in 1985, when; Paﬂlamcm
passed Bill C- 31. These changes were mtended to
remove parts of earlier legislation that dtsmmmated

against women. The changes also gave Flrst Natlons the .

opportunity to control their own membershlp.

'Normally, you are eligible for regrstratlon if:

A

1985;

f

riage to a non-Indian man; -

'

not an Indian;
you lost your registration. because you or your
‘parents apphed to give up registration and First.

il

Nation membership through the process’ known asg L

enfranchlscment s or

== Dboth of your parents are eligible for reglstratlon '

for any reason.

Youvmay also be eligible for registration if only one of
Your parénts is eligible.

-Registration does not happ.envautomaﬁcany.

you were eligible before the Act was changf:d m ; g

you lost your reglstratron as 3 result of your mar— ’

Yyou Jost your registration because your father was .

FOR PERSONS BORN ON OR AFTER

"APRIL 17, 1985

1} = Obtaina certified copy of the child’s bmh regv
tration that shows the names of the child’s pay
ents. This document can be obtained from the
Division of Vital Statistics for the province or t

. vitory where the child was born.

‘2 Write a letter that states that you wish to vegis

-the child as an Indian. Give the name of the pa
_ent with which the child should be registered

. (chﬂdren are registered with only one parem)
»Both parents must sign this letter.

3) 3 Send the original birth certxﬁcate ‘md the lett

your First Nation Band office or to your nea
office of Indlan and Northern Affairs Canad;

_'.~Fon PERSONS BORN BEFORE
 APRIL17,1985

Obtam and fill out one of the. followmg forms:

= “For-a.persori who is 18 or older, the -

o Apphcat!tm for Registration of an Adult under
‘the Indian Act.”

e Fora person who is under 18 or for a person

- “Who'is intellectually impaired, the “Applicatio
. for R—ie;giétration of Children under the Indian
ACt.”_" ‘ ) '

‘ Both forms can be obtained from offices of Indian a
" Noithern Affairs Canada, First Nations or Aboriginal

associations, and Aboriginal Friendship antrcs.

2)  Include as much information as you can about

‘ the applicant’s Aboriginal background. Include
the name or location of the First Nation, or
First Nations, to which the applicant’s ancestor
belonged. 1f you know the names of relatives w
have been registered, you should include these al



"3)"- Send the completed form to-
- Registrar . o
Indian Registration and Band Lists
Indian and Northern Affairs Canada
Ottawa, Ontario
K1A OH3 R

I Indian and Northemn Affairs Canada staff require
more information, they will contact You by mail or
-telephone. .

Membership in a First Nation may be decided by the
First Nation itself or by Indian and Northern Affairs
Canada. Contact Your First Nation or Indian and
Northern Affairs Canada office if you are not certain
*“who makes decisions on membership for your First
‘Nation.

¥ your First Nation decides its own membership, it
will have its own vules. These rules are likely to be dif-
ferent from the rules for registration as an Indian. This
“means that if you are eligible for registration as an
Indian, you may not necessarily be cligible for First
‘Nation membership. The reverse is.also true: you may
be eligible for First Nation membership, but not for
Tegistration as an Indian.

1f Indian and Northemn Affairs Canada still maintains
the membership list for Your First Nation, you will
automatically be recorded as 5 member of that First
Nation as soon as You are registered as an Indjan,

1fyou have questions or wish to obtain further advice
OF assistance, please contact your local Indian and
Northern Affairs Canada office.

Registered ]ﬁdians may be eligible for federal programs
designed especially for them.

0N-RESERVE-PROGRAMS _ v
The Government of Canada funds certain programs and
services for residents on reserves. These programs assist
First Nations in meeting their overa)) needs for housing,
in‘frastruttu~re, school facilities and other Community
services.

First Nations administer most on-reserve programs
themselves, according to their priorities and policies,
For example, most First Nations have their own local
housing policies and programs. The policies for allocat-
ing housing in the community should apply to new
First Nations members in the same way as they apply to
other members. Some First Nations councils may als
pass by-laws relating to residency. '
OFF-RESERVE PROGRAMS _

Only a few programs are offered to Registered Indians
who don't live on a reserve. These include some assjs-
tance for post-secondary education angd some non-
insured health benefits.

Further information on programs and benefits for
Registered Indians is available from any office of Indian
and Northern Affairs Canada. Ask for the booklet, You
Wanted to Know. This ‘publication is also available on
the Interet at: h‘ttp://www.inac.gc.ca/pubs

To find out where Your nearestIndian and Northern
Affairs Canada office is, contact the Information
Kiosk at (819) 997-0380 from 8:30 a.m. to

4:30 p.m. (EST), Monday to Friday, or leave a
message on voice mail outside of these hours.
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